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Lesson Thirteen: What Does the Bible Say About Divorce?   

 

A Heart-Breaking Question 

I. Today’s question is focusing on an increasing reality among our society: “What does the Bible say about 

divorce?”  

A. This subject is difficult because it is very personal. This may be someone who has had a divorce in the past, 

and is wanting to know what the Bible says not only about their divorce, but their potential to remarry.  

B. Over all the subjects that causes one to leave the Lord, change their beliefs, this is near the top of the list. 

The consequence of this sin is great – potentially remaining unmarried, breaking up a home where the 

marriage is unscriptural.  

C. As with all of these subjects, the place to begin is the Word of God. Let Jesus’ words stand as the ultimate 

authority. 

1. It may be a good reminder that God’s words remain the same despite if I like them, agree with 

them, or not.  

2. Though my life’s situation may change, doesn’t mean the word of God then changes too.  

 

What Does the Bible Say About Divorce? 

I. I believe a good passage to begin with is Matthew 19:1-9 

A. This chapter begins with the Pharisees coming to Jesus with a question. They weren’t asking to learn the 

truth. They were testing Him (v. 3), hoping to catch Him in a snare, saying something they could use against 

Him.  

B. The question they ask: “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason at all?” (v. 3). There were 

two schools of thought among the Jews:  

1. The Shammai did not believe one could divorce at all.  

2. The Hillel believed one could divorce  

3. What may also be behind this question is the thought, if Jesus said no – He might catch the attention 

of Herod who had imprisoned John for preaching on the same subject (Mark 6:17)  

C. To answer their question, Jesus quotes from Genesis 1:27 and Genesis 2:18-24 – God’s plan/design for 

marriage. His answer is citing God’s words which predate Moses and the Law.  

1. Marriage is between a man and a woman (v. 4-5) 

2. Man and woman are to be one flesh (v. 5) – united as one (both physically, emotionally, mentally, 

spiritually, etc.)  

3. Marriage is to last as long as one lives (v. 6) – what God has joined together, let no man separate 

a. The answer to their question is no – one cannot divorce for any reason at all.  
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D. Unable to trap Jesus in their first question, they point to the law of Moses (v. 7) and ask why Moses 

“command” to give her a certificate of divorce?  

1. It certainly begs the question, does Deuteronomy 24:1-4 contradict Genesis 1-2? Did God change 

His mind? Not at all.  

2. Firstly, Moses didn’t command anyone to divorce. Jesus makes it clear that Moses “permitted” the 

divorce over the hardness of their hearts.  

3. Moses permitted divorce, perhaps to prevent further erosion of the home and family (to protect 

those being sent away, or to protect the sanctity of marriage).  

a. “Moses, because of their hardness, was apparently trying to establish some order to what had 

prospects of becoming a chaotic situation. The order from Moses was not so much permission as it 

was regulation to curtail wholesale abuse of women by men who potentially could put them away 

and then take them back at their own convenience. The law of Moses of itself regulated social life, 

but when that law was violated, judicial precedent was necessary to protect those who were being 

used or abused. Apparently, this is what Moses intended.” LA Stauffer Truth pg. 224 

4. Jesus makes it clear that divorce is contrary to God’s intention from the beginning. God hates 

divorce (Mal. 2:16). God’s principle/expectation from the beginning (older than the law) is do not 

divorce except for the one exception we’ll find in v. 9 

 

E. The one exception (v. 9)  - whoever divorces his wife, “except for immorality…”  

1. Immorality (NAS), sexual immorality (NKJV), fornication (ASV)  

2. The word is “pornea” which means “fornication.”  

a. The term is a standard Greek word for “prostitute.” It implies the physical, sexual contact being 

a sin in which the body participates (1 Cor. 6:15).  

b. It is more than lust, just as a prostitute is more than one who leads another to lust. It is one who 

participates physically in the sexual act.  

c. Sexual immorality in 1Cor. 6:18 is the word porneia, as well as in 1Cor. 7:2. Porneia cannot be 

committed without a partner (see also 1 Cor. 5:1).  

 

II. We find a similar teaching in Matthew 5:31-32 

A. Whoever divorces his wife, except for the reason of unchasity (NAS), on the ground of sexuality immorality 

(ESV), for any reason except sexual immorality (NJKV)…  

B. The word for unchasity/sexual immorality is the same found in Matt. 19:9 – porneia.  

C. No other exception is found throughout the NT. 

 

III. Jesus’ teaching on divorce are also found in Mark and Luke, without the exception (Mark 10:10-12; Luke 16:18) 

A. Both cases prohibit divorce and remarriage (as we’ll consider here in a moment).  

B. The word of God is clear, “What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate” (MK 10:9).  
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IV. Another passage which mentions the teaching of marriage and divorce (and some use to justify divorce) is 

1Corinthians 7:10-11 

A. This discussion on marriage and divorce came about from some questions the brethren had asked the 

apostle Paul (1 Cor. 7:1)  

B. In this context (v. 10-16), Paul is addressing concerns over their marriages, namely that there were some 

who were Christians married to those who weren’t Christians.  

1. Paul’s instructions are clear – do not divorce each other (v. 10, 11, 12, 13) 

2. The statements, “send away” (v. 13) and “leave” (v. 10) are speaking about divorce 

a. Leave (v.10) is the word “chorizo” which has become a technical term in connection with divorce 

(Moulton and Milligan; Arndt and Gingrich). In fact, v. 11 qualifies the “leave” of 10 by using 

the term “unmarried.”  

3. As for v. 12 “I, not the Lord” - When Paul says, “I say, not the Lord” he is simply stating that the 

words to follow are not being directly quoted from the Lord, as he had just done (7:11). It wasn’t his 

opinion. It was the Spirit given inspired words. Paul considered that the things he wrote were from 

the Lord (1 Cor. 14:37; 11:40).  

C. V. 11 of this context does not excuse divorce. It is saying that if one chooses to divorce, there is further 

teaching, things they need to be aware of, that they won’t bring about further sin.  

1. Consider a similar sentence construction found in 1 John 2:1-2 – that you may not sin, and if anyone 

sins, we have an advocate Jesus the righteous (compare with Rom. 6:1-2) 

 

V. To summarize these verses:  

A. The Bible teaches that God’s design for marriage was that it would last a lifetime (till death do you part) 

B. The only exception given by Christ for divorce is fornication (Matt. 19:9).  

C. To divorce for any other reason is to do what God said not to do (Let no man separate – Matt. 19:6) 

D. In every divorce there is sin – fornication, or doing what God has said not to do.  

 

What Does the Bible Say about Remarriage?  

I. Here’s where this subject gets a bit more complicated. What does the Bible say/teach about remarriage?  

 

II. Paul used marriage, divorce, and remarriage as an analogy in Romans 7:1-3 

A. Paul is using the marriage relationship as an illustration of Christian’s relationship to the old law.  

1. This affirms again that God’s law for marriage is that it lasts a lifetime  

2. Notice the word “bound” in v.2 – God joins the man and woman together as one in marriage. That 

bond restricts any sexual relationship/activity beyond that of the other’s mate (Heb. 13:4) 

3. She is bound to her husband as long as he lives (v. 2).  

B. Paul’s teaching shows us that one may be married to one and be bound to another (v. 3) 

1. Bound by the law to her husband, even though she is married to another man – committing adultery 
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2. Mark 6:17-18 – it is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife. Even though Herod had married 

Herodias, she was still bound to Philip – thus putting them both in an adulterous relationship 

III. Going back to Matthew 5:31-32 we understand the use of the word “adultery”  

A. One who divorces his wife makes her commit adultery. The scenario is of a man who divorces his wife 

without cause (i.e. he divorces her even though she is not guilty of fornication). Assuming she remarries, that 

remarriage would be seen as adultery.  

1. In so doing, her husband bears responsibility for placing her in a situation where she succumbed to 

the temptation of marrying a man she had no right to marry.  

2. When the husband does wrong by divorcing her without the reason of fornication, he puts her in a 

position where she, if she remarried, would be committing adultery.  

3. He has caused the “little one” to stumble (Matt. 18:6)  

B. The second scenario is of a man who marries a divorcee (she who was divorced).  

1. To marry someone whose divorce was not for the reason of their spouse’s infidelity is to enter an 

adulterous relationship.  

2. In other words, the one who marries a wrongly divorced person becomes an adulterer.  

 

IV. Matthew 19:9 teaches this subject.  

A. Whoever divorces his wife except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.  

1. Take away the phrase, “except for immorality” and we see a principle – “whoever divorces his 

wife, and marries another woman commits adultery”  

 

V. 1 Cor. 7:10-11 gives us teaching on the subject of divorce and remarriage  

A. If one leaves, divorces their mate for a reason other than fornication, they are to remain unmarried, or else 

be reconciled to their mate.  

 

When Answering My Friend  

I. There are some principles I can bear in mind that will help  

A. Use Biblical terms.  

1. Sometimes we use certain words/phrases that aren’t found in the Bible and they can 

confuse/distract from the conversation.  

2. The words used by Jesus are fornicator (fornication), and thus non-fornicator, and adultery  

B. Our views cannot be affected by our circumstances 

1. Our aim must be to understand the will of God, no matter what my current life condition is.  

C. I need to start with the text, showing what the Bible teaches, realizing that my friend may have sinned, or 

is living in sin over this very topic.  

1. Divorce, even scriptural, is difficult. A covenant/promise is broken. A home is now broken.  

2. This subject is hard, and I need to admit that to those I’m studying with (Matt. 19:10) 
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II. What are some questions that are posed over this subject:  

A. Does baptism wash away the sin of an adulterous relationship?  

1. If it was adultery before, it is adultery now. Baptism doesn’t change the nature of sin.  

2. Whether if it is a homosexual relationship, polygamous relationship, incest relationship – one cannot 

continue in sin (Rom. 6:1).  

 

B. What if my mate is cruel to live with – if there is no fornication what am I supposed to do?  

1. If there is abuse, you may have to leave for the safety of yourself and children (not divorce) and 

seek help/counseling for your mate.  

2. My unique circumstances don’t give me an exception to God’s law.  

 

C. Why is fornication the only reason God allows for divorce?  

1. Firstly – God stated it. His ways are higher than our ways (Isa. 55:8-9) 

2. It also restraints divorce – which has broken homes/families in our society. It keeps divorce from 

becoming a rampant condition.  

 

D. Is lust/pornography a reason for divorce?  

1. No. They may have the same spiritual consequence (sin) but not physical (sexual sin – 1 Cor. 6:16-

18) 

2. Jesus is showing the greater principle behind the law – evil begins in the heart (Matt. 15:18-19) 

 

E. What if one is unscriptural married?  

1. Ezra 10:2-3 – they put away the marriages that were wrong in God’s eyes.  

2. Rather than remaining with their spouse, they chose to break up that home rather than living in sin.  

 

III. This may all seem extreme. What can we do to help our friends see the seriousness of this subject?  

A. My emotions/experiences don’t change the will of God.  

B. Sin comes with great consequences.  

1. The wages of sin is death. Sin can kill a marriage. It can destroy a home. It can wreck someone’s 

future.  

2. While this teaching may not seem fair – recognize the evil of sin, the gravity of one’s choices.  

C. Everyone can be forgiven, can find joy/purpose, and meaning in Christ.  

1. Even adulterers in Corinth were washed, sanctified, and justified – and the same can come today.  

2. Those who may have to live single the rest of their lives can still live a meaningful, purposeful life in 

Christ.  


